
 

Principal’s Message 
By now everyone seems to be settling into the 

routines of heading back to school. We have 

had Back to School Night, 7th Grade Parent 

Education Night—both with a record number in 

attendance - and our Magazine Fundraiser cur-

rently in progress — we hope to have a record 

number of families/students participate as well. 

These three events lay a strong foundation for 

what happens for the remainder of the year 

here at Venado. Your support and participation 

in these events has been greatly appreciated, 

but the year is just beginning and there is still a 

lot yet to come. 

Fall is an exciting time around Venado. Through-

out October you will find ways to support your 

child’s education in not only the QSP Magazine 

Fundraiser but PTSA is also planning the first of 

many Knight’s Out for Dinner - the first being 

planned at Super Mex on Wednesday, October 

19. PTSA has also enrolled Venado in Screamin’ 

Daily Deals - Venado receives $2.00 for every 

email address registered and a percentage of 

sales is returned to PTSA and IPSF, what a deal!  

Although financial support is helpful to our 

school it is second to the time that you spend 

supporting your child’s education.  The first 

trimester progress period is coming up in a cou-

ple of weeks (10/21) and while most students at 

Venado have had great success within these 

first weeks of school, we know there are many 

who continue to struggle.  You can help out 

greatly by regularly checking your child’s pro-

gress on the Parent Portal, communicating with 

teachers regularly, and by attending a  parent 

conference with your child on November 1 and 2 

if it is requested or scheduled. More to come on 

conferences.  

Looking forward to a successful first trimester,  

Bob Valdez 

Principal  
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ON THE CALENDAR  

October 2011 
 

5, 12, 19, and 26 - Magazine 
    Fundraiser Turn-in Days 

17 - Staff Development 
       No School for Students 

19 - Knights Out For Dinner             
       SuperMex-Heritage Plaza 

20 - School Site Council 2:45   

      - PTSA Meeting 6:30 PM 

21 - Progress Trimester 1 

24-28 - Red Ribbon Week  

November 2011 
 

1 , 2 - Parent Conferences 

16 - Knights Out For Dinner             
       Soup Plantation - Irvine 

Venado Middle School  

Venado Knightly News 

MORE ON THE MAGAZINE FUNDRAISER  
We are off and running with this year’s Fall 
Magazine Sale/Fundraiser. This year we are 
asking each student to join with us in a vol-
untary effort of selling a minimum of SEVEN 
(7) magazine subscriptions by the end of our 
fundraising campaign – Wednesday, Octo-
ber 26, 2011.  If each student does his/her 
part, we will be able to supply your children 
with the fun activities and educational pro-
grams that make our school great, not to 
mention the cool prizes each child can earn 
individually. 
 
Selling seven subscription is easy. I would 
encourage everyone to visit Venado’s web-
site using this link www.venadoms.org and 
click on the Magazine Sale button. This con-
nects you to the QSP Time Inc. website.  It 
makes your efforts to support Venado easy. 
If you have not don so my now, please click 
the REGISTER NOW button to be sure our 
school gets credit for your purchases.  Our 
school’s on-line account number is 1088641. 
You may also enter emails of friends and 
family to invite them to support us on this 
secure site. Everything you sell early also 
counts toward the amazing prizes during 
the fall drive!    
 
Thank you for your support,  
Kathleen Sarangay, PTSA President                
Carol Boland, PTSA Mag. Fundraising Chair      
Sheila Sunukjian, PTSA Fundraising Co-Chair 
Ann Parola, Activities Director 
www.QSP.com 

Venado’s on-line account number is 1088641.  
 

http://www.venadoms.org/


 

Page 2 Knightly News 

Community Notice of Qualified Staff 
  (Official Title 1 Attestation Notice)   
We are please to report that for the 2011/2012 
school year, 100% of the teachers at our 
school are “highly qualified” as defined by 
the Federal, No Child Left Behind (NCLB) law.  
NCLB gives parents the right to request infor-
mation about certification of teaching staff.  
Please direct your questions to  the Principal, 
Bob Valdez. 

T I M E L Y 

A R R I VA L  
TO SCHOOL  
This is a reminder that 

students should arrive to school prior to the first 

bell ringing at 7:53 AM. Students are marked 

tardy if they are not in class or in their seats 

when the tardy bell rings at 7:58 AM.  It is best 

to aim for having students on campus by 7:50 

AM. 
 

We know that there are occasional, unforeseen 

circumstances that may make a student tardy, 

and we have built that into our attendance pol-

icy; however, tardiness to school is already 

becoming excessive for many students.  
 

As a reminder, the only excuse for a tardy is a 

note from your doctor or dentist stating that the 

student had an appointment to attend which 

made them late to school.  
 

Parents, thank you for your assistance in assur-

ing that your child arrives at school on time 

every day.  

CELL PHONE USE ON 

CAMPUS 
It is against the School 

Board Policy and Ve-

nado School Rules for 

students to send or re-

ceive phone calls or text 

messages at school. Cell 

phones are to be turned off 

when on campus and not used. If a stu-

dent feels ill or becomes sick at school, 

they need to report to the front office to 

see the health clerk before calling or tex-

ting home. Parents are expected to also 

go through the front office (in person or 

by phone) when contacting their children. 

VENADO’S RECYCLING EFFORTS CONTINUE 
Over the last few years, Venado has been making great strides to improve our environ-

ment through recycling. Last fall, through a grant, the District installed solar panels on 

the roof of Venado which are now up and running - converting the energy from the sun 

into power and can me monitored on the TV screen in the lobby — check it out.  We 

continue to  recycle cardboard, paper, plastics and aluminum from all offices and class-

rooms and send in for recycling.  

 

As part of Venado’s Green Team, the ASB/Leadership class, 

will continue the recycling program as an ASB fundraiser. 

ASB students have contacted CR&R: Waste and Recycling 

Services, and arranged for a bin to collect not only the recy-

clables discarded on campus, but now Venado families can 

donate recyclable bottles and cans from home. On Friday 

mornings, families can drop off bags of recyclables at the 

front curb when students are dropped off for school.  If you pull to the most forward 

point, we will have students and staff available to unload any bags you have – we’ll 

even provide you with a clear plastic bag for your next collection.   

 

Items such as glass bottles, plastics and cans with the recycle logo can be dropped off 

curbside in front of the school for recycling. This includes items like: laundry detergent 

bottles, empty/rinsed out soup-type cans and plastic milk jugs, and any beverage bottles 

and cans.  The cleaner the recyclables, the better! 

 

Thank you in advance for supporting our recycling efforts.  

 

Venado ASB/Leadership 

PTSA Fundraiser: Knights Out for Dinner 
Where: Dine-in/Take-out at SuperMex in Heritage Plaza 

When: Wednesday, October 19th from 11:00 am - 9:00 pm 

What: MUST provide a flyer and attach it to your order  

             fliers have been e-mailed and will be available to print  

             from the school’s website: www.venadoms.org. 

GATE Day for 4
th

- 8
th

 Graders Set for October 17, 2011 

The IPSF Afterschool Classroom Enrichment (ACE) program is partnering with CAC GATE 
to offer the first GATE Enrichment Day of the 2011-2012 school year on Monday, October 
17th. Available to GATE identified students in grades 4-8, the goal of GATE Enrichment 
Day is to provide students with a day to explore engaging and specialized subjects not of-
fered in the regular classroom.  For more information, contact Stephanie Bynon at 
sbynon@ipsf.net or (949)265-6411. 

IPSF Announces Funding for Naviance Career and College Coun-
seling Program  
With funding provided by Montessori International, IPSF is proud to make Naviance avail-
able at all IUSD middle and high schools beginning this fall. Naviance is a comprehen-
sive, web-based career and college counseling program that will help counselors, stu-
dents and families investigate, track and plan for college admissions and future careers.  
Look for more information at your school site about this exciting new initiative.   

iShop Day at The Marketplace Coming on Saturday, November 19
th

 
Mark your calendars for the 2nd annual iShop at The Market Place on Saturday, Novem-
ber 19th.  Customers who make purchases totaling $200.00 or more (cumulative through-
out the day) at any stores or restaurants at The Market Place, will receive a $20 center 
gift card, and The Irvine Company will make a $10 donation to Irvine Public Schools 
Foundation (IPSF).  Limit 2 gift cards and two donations/per customer, while supplies 
last. Center gift card purchases not valid toward purchase.   

http://www.venadoms.org
mailto:sbynon@ipsf.net

